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1. Ample

Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: More than enough



Hindi Translation: ्ቚचुर
Example Sentence: The garden provides ample space for 

outdoor activities.

Synonyms: 

1. Plentiful, 

2. abundant, 

3. sufficient, 

4. copious

Antonyms: 

1. Insufficient, 

2. scanty, 

3. sparse, 

4. lacking



2. Stoked
Part of Speech: Verb (Past 

tense)

Meaning: : Fueled or made more 

intense



Hindi Translation: भीकाया
Example Sentence: The leader's speech stoked enthusiasm 

among the supporters.

Synonyms: 

1. Fueled, 

2. ignited, 

3. kindled, 

4. intensified

Antonyms: 

1. Extinguished, 

2. suppressed, 

3. quenched, 

4. calmed



3. Inferno

Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: A large, intense fire



Hindi Translation: अोिकाॠड
Example Sentence: Firefighters struggled to control the raging 

inferno.

Synonyms:

1. Blaze, 

2. conflagration, 

3. wildfire, 

4. firestorm

Antonyms: 

1. Calm, 

2. peace, 

3. serenity, 

4. tranquility



4. Lament

Part of Speech: Verb/Noun

Meaning: Express sorrow or 

regret



Hindi Translation: ोिलाप करना
Example Sentence: She lamented the loss of her childhood 

home.

Synonyms: 

1. Mourn, 

2. grieve, 

3. bewail, 

4. wail

Antonyms: 

1. Rejoice, 

2. celebrate, 

3. cheer, 

4. praise



5. Mitigate

Part of Speech: Verb

Meaning: To reduce the severity 

of something



Hindi Translation: कम करना
Example Sentence: Proper planning can mitigate the impact 

of natural disasters.

Synonyms: 

1. Alleviate,

2. lessen, 

3. moderate, 

4. ease

Antonyms: 

1. Exacerbate, 

2. intensify, 

3. aggravate, 

4. worsen



6. Raging

Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Violent or intense



Hindi Translation: उঁ
Example Sentence: The raging storm caused widespread 

destruction.

Synonyms: 

1. Furious, 

2. intense, 

3. violent, 

4. tumultuous

Antonyms: 

1. Calm, 

2. mild, 

3. tranquil, 

4. gentle



7. Reckon

Part of Speech: Verb

Meaning: To calculate or 

consider



Hindi Translation: अॠदाजा लगाना
Example Sentence: Scientists reckon that climate change is 

accelerating.

Synonyms: 

1. Calculate, 

2. estimate, 

3. assume, 

4. judge

Antonyms: 

1. Ignore, 

2. dismiss, 

3. overlook, 

4. disregard



8. Blizzard
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: A severe snowstorm



Hindi Translation: बू५ला तूूान
Example Sentence: The blizzard stranded travelers at the 

airport.

Synonyms: 

1. Snowstorm, 

2. whiteout, 

3. gale, 

4. tempest

Antonyms: 

1. Calm, 

2. stillness, 

3. sunshine, 

4. warmth



9. Congenial

Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Suitable or agreeable



Hindi Translation: अनुकूल
Example Sentence: The congenial atmosphere helped the 

team work effectively.

Synonyms: 

1. Favorable, 

2. pleasant, 

3. compatible, 

4. suitable

Antonyms: 

1. Hostile, 

2. unpleasant, 

3. disagreeable, 

4. unfavorable



10. Deluge
Part of Speech: Noun/Verb

Meaning: A severe flood



Hindi Translation: बाु
Example Sentence: The deluge destroyed several homes in the 

valley.

Synonyms: 

1. Flood, 

2. torrent, 

3. inundation, 

4. overflow

Antonyms: 

1. Drought, 

2. trickle, 

3. dearth, 

4. scarcity



11. Ravage

Part of Speech: Verb

Meaning: To cause severe 

destruction



Hindi Translation: बबााद करना
Example Sentence: The war ravaged the once-thriving city.

Synonyms: 

1. Devastate, 

2. destroy, 

3. ruin,

4. plunder

Antonyms: 

1. Restore, 

2. repair, 

3. rebuild, 

4. improve



Idioms

1. Moment of reckoning – A time when one must 

face the consequences of past actions or decisions.

2. Recipe for disaster – A combination of factors 

likely to lead to a negative outcome.

3. Reeling under – Struggling to cope with or 

suffering from a difficult situation.

4. Stoked the fires – Made a bad situation worse or 

fueled an issue further



Phrasal Verbs

1. Led to – Resulted in or caused.

2. Turned to – Changed into or became.

3. Dried out – Became completely dry.

4. Clear out – Remove or get rid of something, often in a 

thorough way.

5. Thinned out – Reduced in number or density.

6. Cut back – Reduced, especially in terms of budgets or 

resources.

7. Hold the key to – Be crucial or essential for solving a 

problem.





The raging forest fires in Southern California are a moment of reckoning, not just 

for people of that area or the US but for policymakers across the world. An 

exceptional mix of environmental conditions — an extremely dry winter and near 

hurricane-strength Santa Ana winds — has led to the firestorm. It’s worrying that 
Met agencies couldn’t predict these compound events in time. While, historically, 
droughts have been a common occurrence in California and are known to last 

several years, severe droughts have increased in the last decade. In February last 

year, however, after blizzards ravaged the US state, weather bodies predicted that 

California would remain drought-free for at least 2025. Ten months later, most 

parts of the state are reeling under extremely dry conditions — the US Drought 

Monitor’s latest map shows that nearly 60 per cent of the state is impacted by 
drought. In the first week of January, soil moisture in much of Southern California 

was in the bottom 2 per cent of the historical records of that period.

Year-to-year variability has always been a feature of California’s weather 
conditions. Experts believe that these have now turned to rapid swings between 

wet and dry conditions — hydroclimatic whiplash. 



The extraordinary wet winter of 2023-2024 was congenial for plant growth. But in a 

few weeks, large parts of California went from deluge to drought. The intense 

record-breaking heat dried out most of the vegetation and provided ample fuel for 

the wildfires. Santa Ana winds, too, are a part of the winter in the US state. But this 

year, they have surged with an intensity unmatched in a decade-and-a-half. 

Combined with the highly flammable materials that were used in the construction of 

houses — wood frames, for example — the dry and windy conditions were a recipe 

for disaster.

To an extent, fires are a natural part of forests regenerating themselves — the 

underbrush is either cleared manually or through nature’s processes. However, 

California’s government has been accused of adopting an “extreme 

environmentalist” approach. In recent years, the state’s administration, often 

influenced by extreme green lobbying, has reportedly refused to thin forest or clear 

underbrush. Dead trees have stoked the fires. Critics, including Los Angeles Fire 

Department chief, Kristin Crowley, have said that the administration’s response to 

the inferno could have been more effective. 



Crowley has expressed frustration over several issues, such as low water pressure 

from fire hydrants and the local administration’s budget cuts, which, she claims, 

starved her department of resources and limited its “ability to prepare and train for 
large-scale emergencies”. In her lament lies the message that effective local 
governance holds the key to mitigating the climate crisis — in most parts of the 

world, including India.



1. What can be inferred about the challenges faced by 

California’s local administration in addressing the wildfires?

A) The administration lacks sufficient knowledge about 

wildfire management strategies.

B) Limited resources and environmental policies have 

hindered effective firefighting efforts.

C) The administration has actively prioritized economic 

concerns over environmental safety.

D) Public opposition to climate initiatives has made wildfire 

prevention difficult.

E) The local government underestimated the severity of the 

drought conditions.



2. What is the primary cause of the current wildfires in 

Southern California, according to the article?

A) Inadequate response from the local administration.

B) A combination of environmental and climatic factors.

C) Poor forest management practices by the government.

D) Flammable materials used in housing construction.



3. What does the term "hydroclimatic whiplash" 

suggest about California's weather patterns?

A) Consistent periods of extreme drought and 

rainfall.

B) Unpredictable but steady weather conditions.

C) Gradual shifts in climatic patterns over time.

D) Sudden and intense changes between wet and dry 

conditions.



4. How has California’s "extreme environmentalist" 

approach contributed to the wildfires?

A) By failing to regulate the use of flammable building 

materials.

B) By encouraging the rapid growth of vegetation 

through irrigation.

C) By resisting efforts to thin forests and clear 

underbrush.

D) By cutting budgets for firefighting and emergency 

services.





REVISION



Match the columns
Column A Column B

A. Hazard P. To dig out or remove earth, especially for archaeological purposes

B. Viable Q. Old-fashioned or outdated

C. Unscrupulous R. A strong and fast-moving stream of water

D. Connivance S. Partial or total loss of memory

E. Amnesia T. Capable of working successfully or being effective

F. Antiquated
U. Willingness to secretly allow or be involved in wrongdoing or 

deceit

G. Pickaxes V. Lacking moral principles; dishonest or unethical

H. Torrent W. A potential source of danger or risk

I. Inundate
X. Large, heavy tools with a pointed end, used for digging or breaking 

rocks

J. Excavate
Y. To overwhelm or flood with large amounts of something (e.g., 

water, work)



Answer

A. Hazard W. 

B. Viable T. 

C. Unscrupulous V. 

D. Connivance U. 

E. Amnesia S. 

F. Antiquated Q. 

G. Pickaxes X. 

H. Torrent R.

I. Inundate Y. 

J. Excavate P. 
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1. Throng

Meaning: Gather in large numbers

Part of Speech: Verb

Hindi Translation: भीी लगाना
Synonyms: Crowd, Gather, Assemble, Swarm

Antonyms: Disperse, Scatter, Divide, Leave

Example Sentence: The crowd began to throng 

the entrance of the stadium before the concert.



2. Stampede

Meaning: Sudden rush of a crowd

Part of Speech: Noun

Hindi Translation: भगदी
Synonyms: Rush, Charge, Panic, Surge

Antonyms: Calm, Stillness, Peace, Order

Example Sentence: The stampede at the event 

resulted in several injuries.



3. Underscore

Meaning: Emphasize or highlight

Part of Speech: Verb

Hindi Translation: रेखाॠोकत करना
Synonyms: Highlight, Stress, Reinforce, Accent

Antonyms: Diminish, Downplay, Understate, 

Ignore

Example Sentence: The teacher underscored the 

importance of studying regularly.



4. Systemic

Meaning: Relating to a whole system

Part of Speech: Adjective

Hindi Translation: ्ቚणालीगत
Synonyms: Comprehensive, Holistic, Overall, 

Structural

Antonyms: Isolated, Individual, Localized, 

Fragmented

Example Sentence: The organization needed 

systemic changes to improve its efficiency.



5. Commendable

Meaning: Worthy of praise

Part of Speech: Adjective

Hindi Translation: सराहनीय
Synonyms: Praiseworthy, Admirable, 

Meritorious, Laudable

Antonyms: Disgraceful, Blameworthy, Shameful, 

Unworthy

Example Sentence: Her commendable efforts in 

the project earned her an award.



6. Anthropogenic

Meaning: Resulting from human activity

Part of Speech: Adjective

Hindi Translation: मानिजोनत
Synonyms: Human-caused, Man-made, Artificial, 

Environmental

Antonyms: Natural, Inherent, Spontaneous, 

Organic

Example Sentence: The anthropogenic impacts 

on climate change are increasingly evident.



7. Biodiversity

Meaning: Variety of life in a particular habitat

Part of Speech: Noun

Hindi Translation: जैि ोिोिधता
Synonyms: Variety, Diversity, Richness, 

Ecosystem

Antonyms: Uniformity, Monoculture, 

Homogeneity, Sameness

Example Sentence: Protecting biodiversity is 

essential for the health of our planet.



8. Ecological

Meaning: Relating to the environment and ecology

Part of Speech: Adjective

Hindi Translation: पारर्थिोतकी से सॠबॠोधत
Synonyms: Environmental, Green, Natural, 

Biological

Antonyms: Unnatural, Synthetic, Artificial, Non-

ecological

Example Sentence: The ecological balance of the 

region has been disturbed by pollution.



9. Cap

Meaning: Limit or restrict

Part of Speech: Verb

Hindi Translation: सीमा ोनधााररत करना
Synonyms: Limit, Restrict, Curb, Control

Antonyms: Expand, Increase, Extend, Allow

Example Sentence: The government decided to 

cap the number of visitors to the national park. 



10. Framework

Meaning: Structure for supporting something

Part of Speech: Noun

Hindi Translation: ढाॠचा
Synonyms: Structure, System, Skeleton, Outline

Antonyms: Disorganization, Chaos, Disorder, 

Unsystematic

Example Sentence: The new policy provided a 

framework for better governance. 



Despite the hundreds of thousands who throng the Tirumala temple in Tirupati every 

year for the Vaikunta Ekadasi celebrations, stampedes at the world-renowned hill 

temple have been rare. However, the tragic incident on January 8 underscores the need 

to rethink crowd management strategies at religious pilgrimage sites. As an editorial in 

this daily on December 27, 2024,noted, India has the highest number of religious 

stampedes globally. According to National Crime Records Bureau data, bet ween 1996 

and 2022, over 3,000lives were lost in stampedes at religious events nationwide. This 

statistic starkly highlights the need for systemic changes in the way large-scale 

gatherings are or ganised and managed. The Tirupati stampede, which resulted in six 

devotees passing away and injuries to over 40 others, was despite the extensive 

arrangements by the Tirumala Tirupati De vasthanams (TTD) and the Andhra Pradesh 

go vernment. Elaborate crowd control mechanisms, such as a well-dispersed token 

distribution strategy and the deployment of over 3,000 police per sonnel and other sta• 
and volunteers were in place for the 10-day Vaikunta Dwara Darshan. Nonetheless, 

what appears to be miscommunication at one of the centres in the cityto handle a surge 

in devoteesat a token distribution centre, seems to have triggered chaos and panic. 



The probe that Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu announced would shed more light on 

where the lapse occurred. The tragedy unfolded just weeks after another stampede-like 

situation in Hydera bad. While the TTD has been making commendable escorts over the years 

to streamline operations — online booking systems and additional security personnel during 

peak periods — the scale and the spontaneity of human behaviour at such events demand 

innovative solutions. One such idea could involve prioritising pilgrims who have never visited 

Tirupati over re peat visitors, thereby ensuring a more equitable darshan. VIP darshans too

need a rethink. A robust database and a roster system could help regulate devotee •ow and 

ensure fairness. Addition ally, there is a need to consider the ecological impact on the 

Tirumala Hills, which are a part of the Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve. Growing an

thropogenic pressures stemming from deforestation, urbanisation, and massive footfalls pose 

a significant threat to its biodiversity. Balancing the human need to connect with the divine 

with the imperative to preserve nature requires innovative and sustainable approaches. 

These could include capping the number of pilgrims every day, promoting virtual darshan 

experiences, and enforc ing stricter conservation policies. A collaborative effort between 

religious and government author ities, environmental experts, and the publicises entail to 

create a framework that prioritises safety, accessibility, and ecological preservation.



Q1. What event was taking place at the 

Tirumala temple when the stampede 

occurred?

A) Diwali celebrations

B) Vaikunta Ekadasi celebrations

C) New Year celebrations

D) Pongal festival

E) Christmas celebrations 



Q2. How many lives were lost in the Tirupati 

stampede mentioned in the article?

A) Four

B) Six

C) Ten

D) Eight

E) Twelve 



Q3. According to the article, what was one of the 

main causes of the chaos during the stampede?

A) Heavy rain

B) Miscommunication at a token distribution 

center

C) Lack of police presence

D) Insufficient food and water

E) Poor weather conditions 



Q4. What is suggested as a possible solution to 

improve crowd management at religious events?

A) Increasing the number of repeat visitors

B) Prioritizing pilgrims who have never visited 

before

C) Reducing the number of police personnel

D) Allowing VIPs to skip lines

E) Limiting the duration of the event 



Q5. What ecological concern is mentioned 

regarding the Tirumala Hills?

A) Urbanization and deforestation

B) Overpopulation of animals

C) Pollution from vehicles

D) Lack of rainfall

E) Excessive fishing



Answer

1. B

2. B

3. B

4. B

5. A



Summary of the Article

The article discusses a tragic stampede that occurred on January 8 at the 

Tirumala temple during the Vaikunta Ekadasi celebrations, resulting in six 

deaths and injuries to over 40 people. Although crowd management strategies 

were in place, such as police presence and token distribution, 

miscommunication led to chaos. The article highlights that India has the highest 

number of religious stampedes globally, with over 3,000 lives lost between 

1996 and 2022, indicating a need for improved crowd management at religious 

events. It suggests prioritizing first-time visitors over repeat visitors for a fairer 

experience, rethinking VIP arrangements, and addressing the ecological impact 

of pilgrimage activities. The article calls for collaboration between religious 

authorities, government, and environmental experts to create a safer and more 

sustainable framework for managing pilgrimages.
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